
Stay ahead of the ever-shifting ESG landscape with 

the most comprehensive research, trends, company 

documents, expert opinions, regulatory filings, and 

more with the AlphaSense platform. 

Start a free trial

Can the ESG tenets within your 

portfolio be independently 

and quantitatively verified by 

industry-trusted criteria? 

Securing an ESG rating score from a reputable 

provider like MSCI or Sustainalytics, and inclusion 

in a recognized ESG index pressure tests the 

validity of ESG claims with tangible, de-mystified 

metrics. Furthermore, independently validating 

ESG tenets in your portfolio demonstrates a 

commitment to sustainability principles. 

Do your investment materials 

and client-facing documents 

clearly reflect your sustainability 

strategy and impact goals?  

Ensuring your firm’s investment materials clearly 

articulate your sustainability strategy, capture how 

ESG factors are integrated into decision making 

processes, and identify key performance metrics to 

enhance transparency with investors and safeguard 

against potentially misleading statements.
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Do you have the proper infrastructure to manage data, reporting,  

and industry benchmarking?  

Having the right system architecture in place sets you up for success to effectively manage robust ESG data from 

multiple internal and third-party sources, adhere to reputable reporting standards, automate, and continue to scale as 

requirements and reporting practices evolve. 
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Does your marketing and brand strategy match what’s under the hood? 

If not, you may be exposing yourself to negative publicity and reputational risk. Align your marketing strategy with 

verified investment practices and exposures to avoid the appearance of ‘greenwashing.’ 
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Are you actively engaging with the companies you invest in to  

drive good stewardship?

If not, you may want to. There is a growing consensus that maintaining an open dialogue with company 

management and boards ensures accountability and meeting targets for sustainable investing. The strong 

correlation between stewardship and return on capital is especially important for ESG integration and 

championing long-term success.
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With heightened scrutiny from regulators and demand from investors, the ability 

to demonstrate ESG transparency and authenticity within corporate framework 

and investment integration is greater than ever to ensure investor confidence, 

protect brand reputation, and mitigate operational risk. 

Below are five considerations to better navigate conversations around ESG 

authenticity in your portfolio. 

Is Your Portfolio Guilty 
of Greenwashing? 

5 Considerations to Evaluate the Authenticity of  

ESG Integration in your Portfolio 
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